Measure specifications may be modified based on
recommendations issued by the National Quality Forum

Quality of Care Measure

HF-2: LVF Assessment

Description: Heart failure patients with documentation in the hospital record that left
ventricular function (LVF) was assessed before arrival, during hospitalization, or is
planned for after discharge.

Type of Measure:  CMS Core
JCAHO Core

Rationale: Appropriate selection of medications to reduce morbidity and mortality in
heart failure requires the identification of patients with impaired left ventricular systolic
function. National guidelines advocate the assessment of left ventricular systolic function
as the single most important diagnostic test in the management of all patients with heart
failure (Hunt, 2001). Despite these recommendations, left ventricular function is not
assessed in a substantial proportion of patients hospitalized with heart failure (Jencks,
2000).

Denominator Statement: Heart failure patients.

Included Populations: All discharges regardless of payer with a principal
diagnosis of heart failure (ICD-9-CM codes 402.01, 402.11, 402.91, 404.01,
404.03, 404.11, 404.13, 404.91, 404.93, 428.0, 428.1, 428.20, 428.21, 428.22,
428.23, 428.30, 428.31, 428.32, 428.33, 428.40, 428.41, 428.42, 428.43, 428.9)

Excluded Populations:

Patients less than 18 years of age

Patients transferred to another acute care hospital

Patients who expired

Patients who left against medical advice

Patients discharged to hospice

Patients with reasons documented by a physician, nurse practitioner, or
physician assistant for no LVVF assessment

Numerator Statement: Heart failure patients with documentation in the hospital record
that LVF was assessed before arrival, during hospitalization, or is planned for after
discharge.
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